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This Is the Story of an American Political -

Boss, Who and What He Is, From
All Angles; How He Began,
How He Grew and

How

He Rules or Ruins.

Every night in thousands of
American clties, towns and villages
the oldest daughter will pnusce for
a moment at the supper table and
say: “Ala, can't we go to the movies
tonight 7

And in a large percentage of
these cases ps. who Is sitting at the
fopt of the supper table, will dig
down In his pocket for the monoy
1o pay the freight. It Is a hig busi-
nes=s, thiz moving plcture Industry,
and already {t hus created Its many
millionaires, fts moving peture
trusts and combines and ita perlodi-
cal |terature, For magazines and
waekly publications there are which
deal with nothing but the pleture
fndustry and the players employed
in it

But there Is a new side of the
“‘movies"'—the educatlona] side, For
a time the moving pletures were
good teachers of geography. $hat
was in the beginning. Then they
began to teach ornithology, In time
blology and other scleness, and- be-
fore very long they were teaching
government 1o large audiences each
day.

No matter where you happeh to
be living this weerk or next weoek,
or the weel after, you are very
likely to see M the moving pletures
pome of the scenes from the trial
of Mr. Sulzer, who until -recently
waos the governor of New York
State, And on the sameé film you
will see pletures of Mr, Murphy,
who was 50 much bigger than the
governor of New York that he
kicked the governor out of office
when he got ready to do =0
Seenes the “Movies™
Do Not Show—Yet,

Now, Mr. Sulzer, as you doublless
know, turned out to be a Tfalthless
governor who, did in ofce things
he should not have done, and for
which he should have been ousted.
But that Is not why Mr. Sulzer was
ousted,

He was kicked out of office be-
causa Charles ¥. Murphy, the boss
of the corrupt Tammany organiza-
tion In New York City, wanted him
ousted; because Murphy threatened
to oust him and qulckly made good
his threat,

"Thereupon a good deal of alten-
tion focuses upon Mr. Murphy of
Tammuny. Doubtless you would 11ke
to know about Mr. Murphy, who s
stroniger than all other New York
politielans—nnd stronger, even,
than publlc sentiment in New York
City and State combineds

Who 15 Murphy” What ls Mur-
phy? What environment produced
him? How does he role? or,
rather, as they say In New York
“Why s Murphy ™

All of these, you may be sure, are
vary Interesting questions, The
next time you sen a moving pigture
in a theatre showing Governor Sual-
zer walking down the capltol steps
nt Albany do not stop thera and
think that you have se¢en a&ll of the
ploture

On the contrary, close yvour eyes
tight and look upon this plcture,
which will now unfold itaell.

First you wlill see a pleture of a
crowd af rough-looking men and
boys, their coat collars turned up,
the visors of thelr caps pulled over
thelr eyes, the caps well atllt on
the slde of their heads This or-
ganization is the anc Known In the
eriminal history of New York as
the ““Gas House Gang''—a band of
maraudera. and. brawlers, number-
Ing within lts ranks gun-men, pick-
pockets, thleves, The record book
&1 police headguarters In New York
will give you a st of the gang's
activities
Organized Political
Basehall Teams,

Mr. Murphy, the hoss of Tam
many, who ousted Sulzer throuch
his courts and hls Jeglsiature, was
graduated from the Gas House
Gang. From that environment he
became a  bartender. He was a
handy man In Barney CQurtln'e sa-
loon at First avenus and Seventh
street, and In this great salnon home
of politcians-In-the-making he or-

ganlzed two political baseball
teams; the “Benators” and the “Syl-
vians,'"” who plaved polities a gond
deal more than they plaved bhase-
ball. The personnel of what was
belng made into a political gang
made It typical of those organiza-
tions In many large citles kndéwn
as ‘“‘repeaters,” “floaters”—of those
organized bodies that vote many
times In elections though they are
not reglstered and have no right
1o vote

But Barney Curtin’s =aloon did
not provide Murphy with sufMclent
revenues and he became a driver
of one of the old cross-town horss
cars, which even now are made
the subject of jest by the wise rural
persons from the provinces who still
vigit New York to learn for them-
selves of the simpllelty and gulll-
bility of the dwellers In our biggest
city. By day Mr. Murphy drove his
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horze car, and no one has ever 3 & COTPUS k 3
guestioned his competency. By night large CODLYIK LI Y <
he arganized his polltieal forces In had to bribe, Dbu B I B A
the Twelfth election district of the Lempy B0 DYEISINCEIRal, |8 e
Elghteenth Assembly district, and # they had to do W S ¥4 .
in ‘course of time accumulated from MF, d1urph; f B
these two sonrces enpugh money to some of th 0y “..”__
finance a saloon of hils own He- trecting work v Dt “
Inst ten years will reveal that Mr

fore he had owned his little hole-
in-the-wall saloon two years he had J
been made district captaln by the them nat great profit
poewers that were in Tammany. Already Rich When

In 1883 he owned thres saloons He Became Leader.
nnd was a power In his district By 1902, when he became lead
Sllent, alert, never absent from his of Tammany Ha
district, every evening present at officlals and bot
his “"Anawanda Club,” which he or- try called him
ganized as the local Tammany or- had become & rich man, but he had
ganization, Murphy's power came to alth and
be recognized at “The Hall” which
is the home of Tammany,

Murphy and his partners performed
to thomeelves

carefully concealcd his %
ived In & modest house at 305 East
Seventeenth strect With the lead-
In the early part of his carcer ership socurely in his grasp Murphy
Murphy formed businessa relatlons at onee acquired a large and valua-
which have heen continued ever ble estate at Good l;ril'lll‘li LOnE
sinca and which have formed the Isiand, and purchaseéd the house ul
basls of his fortune—now popular- 300 East Seventeenth sitreet, two
Iy estimated. to he several milllon doors from his formor modest home
doliars. Murphy pgethersd in o of bulldogs.
fourth =aloon In 1881, and at the
same time acguired a building at
Twanty-sevonth street and Seventh
avenue, which for a number of years
wns run under the name of "The And there yon haye a plcture of
Borough.” Charles T". Murphy, a Very moving

During Mayor Low's administra- plcture Indeed. You may See for
tlon “The Borough' was regularly vourself what sort of man rules Now

He assemblcd a kennel
bought diamonds and aotorcoblles
#nd bhegan to take on flezh until he
looked just ns the cartoonists ol this
duy deplet him

under pollce survelllance. Then, York City and New York State. tho
under Mavor Van Wyek, Murphy latter through his upsiate lieutin-
was made Dock Commissioner and ante,  Iteformers Inveigh  against
tranaferred the title of hils saloons him and what he stands for, pro

to others. ers sermonize against the kind of

ne Source of Mis government they get from his hand-
Fﬂdﬂn(‘ Is Shown. pleked canidldates, and at the ver:

The day he went out of offlce as next clection they get more candl-
Dock Commizsioner Murphy formed dates clected of the very same sosg,

with James E. Gaffnoy and Tichard Mr. Murphy and the things he
J. Couch the New York Contracting standa for In government .-.-wl_.-
nnd Truaeklng Company, which tute a large and consplecuous evil

leased two plers on the East river For the old statement that Murphy
The tolal rent pald to the Clity of not'only was stronger than the arma
New York for the two valuable pler of the stute and elty governmont,
properties was $4.800 a year. Wil- but actually was nnd {8 the govern-
Hlam Hepburn Russell, the Commis- ment has beon proved Ly his oust-
gloner of Accounts under Mayor fng of Willlam Suijzer The fact is,
Low, showed In a publlic report that that before Sulzer was  pltchod
the average profit from the two head first out of affice very few In-
properties was $200 a Jday, a rate of nocents doubted Mr, Murphy’s ablli-
5,000 per eent on the investment ty to do go whenever he pissed the
and that In five weeks the receipls word down the line to his judges
of the company for the use of the and other political tools
dock properties had amounted Lo When the moving pletures in this
$5.005, efty have supplied you with a reel-
RBut these profits, though large life-real.life drama ln part You your-
and excessive and at the expenso gelf nre now able to supply the oth-
af the people of New York. the real er part of the drama and the part
owners of the municipal plers, con- that you supply 1s by all odds the
stituted but a smal] part of Murphy's most interesting part I




